Ogilvie's syndrome after cesarean delivery.
Ogilvie's syndrome is a rare postsurgical complication that can be associated with cesarean delivery. It is characterized by massive dilation of the colon, much like that which occurs with an obstruction but in the absence of a mechanical obstruction. Early detection and intervention are necessary to avoid serious morbidity and/or mortality. Conservative treatment is effective in many cases, but surgical intervention may be required. Nursing assessment of the gastrointestinal system in the postsurgical patient is reviewed using a case report of a patient who developed Ogilvie's syndrome after a cesarean delivery.